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Let’'s look at some LOLcats

Wait for it.... wait for It....




LOLCats
combine
familiar
Images
with
cultural

context

Nothing says "l love you" like a paw in the eye.
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Not so much celebrating
popular culture as mocking it..

[Gakrﬁielld and lolm
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Correct spelling - even real words - is optional

(but teh spelling mistakes have to make sense)




LOLcats
1EVEE:
characteristic
spelling and
syntax...

It looks like
txtspeek, it
looks like
1I33tspeek, it
mocks both
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Above all, LOLCats are commentary on
everyday life




One thesis:

That new media constitute a vocabulary,
and then when people create artifacts,
they are, literally, “speaking in LOLcats”

It’s not just LOLCats, of course...
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What do you suppose people are saying when
they share this video?




SHOULD T ASK? FIRST I TRIED THEN T TRIED T COULDNT FIND
I'™M LOCKED OUT, HER CELL PHONE, IRC, BUT SHE'S ANYTHING TO THROW
AND TRYING TO GET| | BUT IT5 OFF. NOT ONUNE. AT HER WINDOW,
MY ROOMMATE TO
LET ME IN. N

? == o
| = ﬂozi =
50 I SSHD INTDO THE MAC | | BUT I THINK I LEFT THE AR
MINI IN THE LIVING ROOM VOLUME WAY DOWN, \
AND GOT THE SPEECH SYNTH | | SO I READING THE 05 X T TAKE (T <
TO YELL TO HER FOR ME. DOCS TO LEARN TO SET THE THE QOOR&LL
VOLUME VIA COMMAND LINE. | | DOESNT LJORK?
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Gaping Void

The plice of bemg A
5keep is BoreDOW .
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Choose one o the

(c)gapingveid.com

What do you suppose this artist is saying?




9-11 Tourist Guy

The Accidental Tourist...




Hindenberg Tourist Guy

[conic...




Kanye Interrupts Tourist Guy

YO TMMA LET YOU FINISH,
B UT PEARL HARBOR WAS
THE GREATEST ATTACK
ON AMERICA EVER/

[ronic. ..




The first thesis is to be taken literally
New media is a language

The artifacts are words

There are other languages...




Body language, for example...
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Clothing, uniforms, flags, drapes...
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Maps, diagrams, graphics...




A second thesis:

We can understand these languages
within a logical/semiotic framework
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PHOTOGRAPHY
Venller,

The semiotic function and the genesis of pictorial meaning, Goran Sonesson




A framework that describes:
- what we are saying
- how we are saying it

immediate interpretant
object

icon emotional
index energetic
symbol logical

Charles Sanders Peirce




The same sort of thing underlies
information theory...

Information transfers in the nervous system

Retina {chemical/electrical)

signals

Optic nerve
(electrical)

Visual cortex
(electrical)

The FORM of most sensory stimuli is preserved
in terms of which cortical columns are
adjacent to each other.

Knowledge and the Flow of Information




But more...
The same sort of thing underlies

inference and belief
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We understand the future in the same way we understand the
past, by studying the signs - S. Downes




Science as language, learning as
conversation, knowledge as inference

Data Focus

A

24%

Hypothesis Theory Alignment

20%
A 4

Conceptual
Simulation

“What if...”: The Use of Conceptual Simulations in Scientific Reasoning




The Second Thesis, Part B
This means getting beyond narrow text-

based conceptions we have of media

LEAVE BRITNEY ALONE!
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25,558,086 views




Conceptions Like:

* messages have a sender and a receiver

« words get meaning from what they represent

e truth is based on the real world

 events have a cause, and causes can be known

* science is based on forming and testing hypotheses

These, taken together, constitute, a static, linear,
coherent picture of the world

The world, as though it were a book, or a library

Not everyone sees it that way




A frame for understanding new media
Morris, Derrida and a little Lao Tzu

Syntax Cognition

Semantics Context

Pragmatics Change

We need this frame because (as Jukes said) if we aren’t
looking for these things, we just won’t see them.




Syntax

Not just rules and grammar

=v \1\WinBuilder\projects'pscPr

reg2W/BSprg program version 2.6.0
Copyright (C)> 2807 Peter Schlang

Syntax: reg2WBSprg —ilinput file> [—-ilinput file> ...1]

[-o<output file>]1 [-H]1 [{-S¥S | -DFL
[-AL —-P<replace list>]

{input file>: {{complete path> | <name only>>

<{name only> demands <input directory>

no output file>: output to console

—-H: UWrite RegHiveLoad and RegHiveUnload commands into file

—8S¥S: Process setupreg.hiv hive lines only

—DFL: Process default hive lines only

—8FT: Process software hive lines only

—E: Replace Environment variabhles values hy ariables names

—R: Build runnable section [namel

—A: Use API style

{replace list>: <{replace>.<by>[;<replace>.<by>[;...11]

[-d<input directory>]
i SFT>1 [-E]1 [-R<name>]

Click Execute to finish ...

Forms: archetypes? Platonic ideals?

Rules: grammar = logical syntax

Operations: procedures, motor skills

Patterns: regularities, substitutivity (eggcorns, tropes)
Similarities: Tversky - properties, etc




Semantics

theories of truth / meaning / purpose / goal

LsemaNTiCSY

of a Structule
By Tom 7

carpoft

bowling pin

-Sense and reference (connotation and denotation)

- Interpretation (Eg. In probability, Carnap - logical space;
Reichenbach - frequency; Ramsey - wagering / strength of belief)
- Forms of association: Hebbian, contiguity, back-prop, Boltzmann
- Decisions and decision theory: voting / consensus / emergence




Pragmatics
use, actions, impact

'\: p ,'3 pﬂ.l :

e Speech acts (J.L. Austin, Searle) assertives, directives,
commissives, expressives, declarations (but also - harmful acts,
harassment, etc)

* Interrogation (Heidegger) and presupposition

* Meaning (Wittgenstein - meaning is use)




Cognition
reasoning, inference and explanation

Full-text Search

. Retrieve/’se;rch

* Check instances

* Entail

* Test KB consistency

: ® Realize (specific concept) :
* Define : - * Assert attributes

* Declare axioms .. § * Assert memberships
* Infer valuation * Assert linkages

* Classify ' <,:j~ ST SO * Check consistency
* Subsume(hierarchy) * Check satisfiability

* Infer properties
* Test equivalence Disambiguation
* Testimplications

* Test satisfiability

. description - X (definite description, allegory, metaphor)
« definition - X is Y (ostensive, lexical, logical (necess. & suff conds), family
resemblance - but also, identity, personal identity, etc

e argument - X therefore Y - inductive, deductive, abductive (but also:
modal, probability (Bayesian), deontic (obligations), doxastic (belief), etc.)

o explanation - X because of Y (causal, statistical, chaotic/emergent)




Context
placement, environment

Instrumental ."‘g Savoring Inspirational
[

- explanation (Hanson, van Fraassen, Heidegger)
- meaning (Quine); tense - range of possibilities
- vocabulary (Derrida); ontologies, logical space

- Frames (Lakoff) and worldviews




Mediating Artifacts:

Quticome:

2 21 . .
New intalactua
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- relation and connection: | Ching, logical relation

- flow: Hegel - historicity, directionality; McLuhan - 4 things

- progression / logic -- games, for example: quiz&points, branch-
and-tree, database

- scheduling - timetabling - events; activity theory / LaaN




A third thesis:
Fluency in these languages constitutes

“21st century learning”




Describing “21st century learning”...

(using the language of 20th century teaching)

... as content and skKkills...




Focusing on tools...
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... 1S like focusing on pens, pencils, the printing press,
instead of the Magna Carta, the Gutenberg Bible




Focusing on content...

.. is like focusing on what Magna Carta, the Gutenberg Bible
said instead of what they did, what people did with them




Papert - constructionism
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when people construct artifacts they are
constructing media with which to think




How do we converse?

7

*\Who is in charge of that zone, who is in charge of that scaffolding
e\What vocabularies are we using in our digital materials? What
vocabularies are publishers using? Are students using?

*\What languages do we model?




The CCKQ09 Course...

CCK Moodle Connectivism
Wiki Daily
mailing
'
'

General
forum ‘_\ administrative _ _
Thread hints
"RSS feeds” boe
. copie
Outline P
Introductions

foum Assignments/ '
.

2]

:

Reading
emphasize

Map of Elluminate,

participants !

_ " Introductory
stream Gideo

Participants
list

'
'
'
'

Links

Facebook Course
group Twitter announced --

Profiles
Pages
Google Group =
CCKO08
Profiles

s

RSS feed

Class
homepage

Technorati
mentions of
connectivism
Flickr tag slideshare
tag CCKO8

Bloglines tag
connectivism

Technorati
search CCKO8 for CCKO8
old OLDaily
postings del.icio.us
tag CCKO8

?

announced
R =
i atralized . = —~~~~ntralized
Decentralized i ~_ Siemens' or ~-~-~ptralized rces
introductions Downes' blogs Decentralized rces
resources

(italic = only occasionally used)

(does not

worclorme) my RSS aggregator

IS about learning as a conversation




Using the language of LOLCats...
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. to learn how to think
and discover, and learn...



Examples for Discussion...
1. Financial Literacy: language or skill?

PROMPT: Province to teach financial skills in schools...

If ‘financial skills’ are a language, who talks,

what is being said, and how are meaning
and truth expressed? ...




Examples for Discussion...
3. Critical Thinking and Text

* What is the author’s fundamental purpose?

* What is the author’s point of view with respect to the issue?

* What assumptions is the author making in his or her reasoning?

* What are the implications of the author’s reasoning?

* What information does the author use in reasoning through this issue?
* What are the most fundamental inferences or conclusions in the article?
* What are the most basic concepts used by the author?

* What is the key question the author is trying to answer?

™

The teleological theory of meaning

How do we apply the principles of critical
thinking to non-text artifacts?




Examples for Discussion...
4. The Farleyfile

Gist: A Farleyfile for the 21st century

How do we keep data? How do we
remember people we have met?




Examples for Discussion...
5. An Operating System for the Mind

The Wheel Of Change Always Turns In The Direction
Of What You Put Into Your Mind.

21st century skills constitute the processes and capacities that

make it possible for people to navigate a fact-filled landscape, a
way to see, understand and acquire those facts in such a way as
to be relevant and useful, and in the end, to be self-contained.,..




Examples for Discussion...

6. 50 Scientifically Proven Ways to Be

Persuasive

Fallacious tropes

Inconvenience the audience
by creating an impression of
product scarcity. It’s the
famous change from “Call
now, the operators are
standing by” to “If the line is
busy, call again”, that greatly
improved the call volume by
creating the impression that
everybody else is trying to
buy the same product.

INSIDE!

00 Scientifically
Proven Ways to
Be Persuasive

Moah ), Goldsteim Steve J. Mann,

Robert B, Cialdini
Bestselling Author of influence




Examples for Discussion...

7. The Eggcorn Database

it’s ‘Acorn’

'suess workers' for 'guest workers' by klakritz
'beta breath' for 'bated breath' by klakritz
'alimoney' for 'alimony' by klakritz

‘Egg Corn’




